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Minutes of the Claygate Parish Meeting held on Thursday 20th March 2025 at 7.30pm at Claygate Village Hall, Main Hall, Church Road, Claygate

Present:	Cllr Holt (Chair), Cllr Sheppard, Cllr Herbert, Cllr Coffey, Cllr French, Cllr Bingham, Cllr Bray, Cllr Collon and Cllr Freeborn
In attendance:	Dawn Lacey (Parish Clerk & RFO)
Speakers:	Graham Dear, Leader of Surrey County Council Cllr Tim Oliver, Leader of Elmbridge Borough Council Cllr Mike Rollings and Chairman of the Board of Surrey Association of Local Councils Chris Howard
Also Present:	62 Members of the Public
1. 	Introduction 
Cllr Holt opened the meeting by welcoming everyone 
2.	The Grace Dear Trust (Appendix 1)
The evening opened with an emotional speech from Mr Graham Dear who lost his daughter in February 2017.  He spoke about the Trust which her family opened in September 2017 to be able to offer support and comfort to young people struggling with their mental health.  The Trust now supports pupils at over 14 Secondary Schools and 4 Primary Schools.  They provide counsellors once a week for teachers to help to understand their students’ issues.  They work with Sports Clubs and Feeder Schools.  They have raised over £0.5m since the Trust opened.
There is more information on the Grace Dear Trust in Appendix 1 attached to these Minutes and you can visit their website on:  thegracedeartrust.co.uk or call 07540 084344 for any help, advice or simply to donate to this very worthwhile cause.
Cllr Holt thanked Graham for coming to the meeting and talking about his daughter Grace and the work of the Trust.
2.	Presentation of the Brian Rhodes Cup
Cllr Holt presented this year’s winner, Susannah Moffat, with the Brian Rhodes Cup.	
Susannah is a committed, experienced educationalist, with an extensive teaching experience underpinned by a business background. Her passion is for youth empowerment, whether that is via the curriculum, through additional support, adventures beyond the classroom, or open access youth work. Having established a new charity in 2020, she currently the Chair of Trustees at our local youth centre whilst working as a self-employed GCSE and A Level English tutor and examiner.
On top of all of this, Susannah has been the President of the Claygate Flower & Village Show Committee.  Susannah set up the on-line system for the entries for the Flower Show and has also been one of the Judges.   Along with many volunteers she has been a trustee for the Claygate Hub, finding funding to help with a new kitchen, sports equipment and the running of 3 sessions per week.  She has been part of the collaborative project for the new Bike Hub and an eco-friendly Bike Café as well as covering Money Matters for 14-24 year olds in conjunction with NatWest Bank educating on managing goals, debts and finance.
Susannah thanked her family for all the support they had given her.
3.	Panel Discussion on Devolution
Cllr Holt welcomed Cllr Oliver, Cllr Rollings and Chris Howard to the meeting and thanked them for agreeing to take part in a question and answer Panel.
	The following questions were asked:
1- What would be the effect of Government refusing to write off debts of Woking and other Surrey Authorities? 

2- What are the implications for Claygate Parish Council?

3- What extra functions would Parish Councils be expected to take on?

4- Would areas without a parish council be disadvantaged in terms of service delivery or advocacy with the unitary Authority?

5- Who would authorise new Parish Councils during the transition period?

6- What ideas/plans are there for the rest of Elmbridge that don’t have Parish Councils?

Very little, was clear at the present time and residents were advised to monitor relevant websites [eg https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/lgr and https://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/news/2025/devolution-and-local-government-reorganisation ] to keep up-to-date with developments.

4.	Updates from the Parish Council and Committee Chairs
Planning Committee – please see attached from Cllr Sheppard – CHAIR (Appendix 2)
Environment, Highways and Transport Committee - please see attached from Cllr Bray – CHAIR (Appendix 3 – Speaking Notes)
Main Council - please see attached from Cllr Holt – CHAIR (Appendix 4)
5.	Questions from the floor
A concern was raised about vehicle speeds on Hare Lane between the Loseberry Road junction and The Swan.  Cllr Bray noted that Surrey Highways have agreed to widen the footpath from Loseberry Road along the frontage of Loseberry Farm. He also assured the residents present that he would contact SC Cllr Sugden regarding this and would also make sure it was added to the agenda for the next Environment, Highways and Transport Committee meeting.  Cllr Bray also said that he had already arranged to meet 2 residents at the site to discuss matters and their concerns. 
A resident asked whether the Parish Council could do anything regarding the rubbish on Littleworth Common Road.  It was explained that this was out of our direct responsibility and also the speed of the road makes it difficult for litter picking.  Cllr Holt assured the resident that this would be added to our next Council Meeting agenda for discussion.  
Concerns were raised that the Parish Meeting was intended to be a forum for the residents, and some felt that they had been unable to raise issues.  The Clerk acknowledged this view and noted that this would again be raised at the next Council Meeting for discussion.
Cllr Holt thanked everyone for coming.
The meeting closed at 10.05pm
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