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DRAFT						2nd September 2025

Minutes of the Planning Committee of Claygate Parish Council held on Thursday 28th August 2025, Claygate Village Hall, Small Hall, Church Road, Claygate

Present:	Cllr Sheppard (Chair), Cllr Collon, Cllr Bray, Cllr Herbert and 
Cllr Ellis

In attendance:	Dawn Lacey (Parish Clerk & RFO)
Non-Voting Advisors:	 John Bamford & Vanessa Relleen
SCCllr Andrew Burton plus 5 Members of the Public 
1.	Apologies for absence.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Holt, Cllr Burns and Cllr Bingham and NVAs John Ovenden and Clive Thompson

2.	New Councillors to sign Declarations of Acceptance of Office.

Cllr Ellis signed and dated the Declaration of Acceptance form and this was confirmed and signed and dated also by the Clerk.

3.	Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda.

Cllr Sheppard and Cllr Ellis declared a (non-pecuniary) interest in Item 10 on the agenda
	Both Cllr Sheppard and Cllr Ellis went to leave the meeting at 8.05pm but as there was nothing new to discuss it was agreed that this was not necessary. 
4.	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 24th July 2025.

These were agreed to be a correct record of the meeting and signed and dated by Cllr Sheppard.

5.	Review actioning of Items from previous minutes and agree if any further action is required. (Appendix 1)

	Item 12 – Completed.
Item 17 – Ongoing, Clerk to report at next meeting.



6.	To answer any questions from members of the public.

	The following questions were asked by a resident regarding the Planning application for 31 Stevens Lane.
	
First question is whether the parish council is duplicating the scrutiny of the borough council or whether it is bound to support residents in backing or opposing a planning application. Naturally, I would expect the PC to check a PA meets EBC planning policy guidelines, but the principal remit of the PC is to democratically represent Claygate opinion. Where there are 48 objections from residents for a 3 houses development, we might expect wholehearted PC support?

Second question concerns the previous and current PC responses that have varied as the development was amended from 3 to 2 new house. In 2021 the PC gave various reason for objection including overdevelopment. Yet when the proposal was reduced to 2 new houses it positions changed and all the other issues remained. The current application relates to 3 houses and removal of a huge oak tree.  EBD subcommittee refused this same application as over development and incongruous with other property in SL. So why has the PC not objected in similar terms to EBC and the PC’s previous objection.

Third question asks the PC to reconsider its position with reference to its overall and planning remit namely that it’s not the PC responsibility  to build more houses in Claygate and its planning remit is to remit is to ensure that any new development is in harmony with its immediate environment and where gardens are being lost the PC would look critically so as to not lose the appearance and character of the area.  A with the other recent development in SL this development will be totally out of character, and it will lose amenity and breach a covenant on the land adjoining Raymond Way

See Cllr Sheppard’s response (Appendix 2)

A second resident asked a question not directly related to the agenda which has been referred to the Chair of Council, who will reply in writing. 

7.	Review planning correspondence, notification of applications and outstanding results and agree any action required. 
	Cllr Sheppard reported that he had been in touch with Jack Trendall concerning Application 2025/1177, to express our surprise over the granting of permission.  It became clear that similar outbuildings in front of the building line had already been permitted in the Ruxley area, so a refusal in this case was not possible.
8. 	Review Report on Applications Decided, and Appeals Lodged and Decided since last meeting and agree any action required.  
It was agreed that in future when we ask for a Planning application to be sent to East Area that we request responses to emails sent to Borough Councillors.  

It was agreed to table Compliance with Planning Conditions at the next bilateral with Elmbridge.  Concern was expressed about work starting before the necessary consents had been given.

9.	Discuss planning applications from Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC) Weekly Planning Lists (https://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/planning) for the following weeks and agree responses required: w/e 18th, 25th July, 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd August 
	Please see attached letters to EBC T Plan (Appendix 3).
10. 	To discuss any updates on the Rythe Road/Raleigh Drive Planning application and agree any action required.
	Surrey Highways’ delayed Report was published on 12 August; otherwise nothing new to report.
11.	To discuss the Planning application on the Winning Horse and agree any action required.
	The Plot ratios on both Plots 1 and 2 are not compliant with the Design Code.  NVA John Bamford to send his points to all Councillors.
12.	To discuss the Cloudy IT Systems and agree any action required.
	Cllr Bray informed the Committee that there are currently no new updates.
To make sure this is still included in the Agenda for September, October and November
	ACTION: Clerk
13.	To consider the Hook Part Development and agree any action required.
	Please find attached notes of the meeting held with Hook Ward Councillors (Appendix 4) and also notes from Cllr Bray following a Teams meeting with Senior SCC Officers (Appendix 5) 
14.	Receive a report on EBC’s East Area Sub Committee Meeting and agree any action required. 
	Nothing to report.    Next meeting is scheduled for 8th September 2025
	To invite Ian Mackay to speak on behalf of the residents regarding 31 Stevens Lane, alternatively Cllr Sheppard will speak.
	ACTION – Cllr Sheppard
	CCBS to speak on the Winning Horse Public House application.
15. 	Receive a report on EBC’s Planning Committee Meeting and agree any action required. 
	Cllr Bray reported that the next meeting is being held on 16th September.  Cllr Bray to circulate appropriate papers to Councillors.
	ACTION: Cllr Bray 

	Cllr Ellis to speak to the residents regarding the application for Raleigh Drive/Rythe Road to see if there is anyone wishes to speak at the meeting.  Alternatively, Cllr Collon or Cllr Burns to speak.   
	ACTION: Cllr Ellis
16.	To consider NPPF and Elmbridge Local Plan developments and agree action as appropriate".
	There is currently nothing new to report.  
17.	Discuss any Communication of key decisions to Residents and agree any action required. 
	To update residents on the Winning Horse, Raleigh Drive/Rythe Road and 31 Stevens Lane Planning Applications.  Also to request mention of these in the next edition of the Claygate Courier.
	ACTION: Councillors and Clerk
18.	To review any Compliance Issues in Claygate and agree any action required.
	The Clerk to send a Planning breach complaint regarding the Neon Sign outside the One Stop on the Parade and report at the next meeting.
	ACTION: Clerk.
19. 	Matters for information purposes only. 
It was noted that the Planning Applications for housing in Foxwarren and the Roundway have now expired.  It was agreed that we need to talk to EBC about this at the next bilateral meeting.
ACTION: Cllr Herbert
It was requested to add Licensing applications back onto the Planning Agendas as a standard item.
	ACTION: Clerk
20. 	Date of the next meeting 7.30pm Thursday 25th September, Claygate Village Hall, Small Hall, Church Road, Claygate KT10 0JP.


MEETING:	Claygate Parish Council
VENUE: 	Claygate Village Hall, Small Hall, Church Road, Claygate, Surrey KT10 0JP
DATE: 		Thursday 28th August 2025
TIME: 		7.30pm


Signed:						Date:
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