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FINAL							27 November 2025

Minutes of the Planning Committee of Claygate Parish Council held on Thursday 20 November 2025 at 7.30pm at Treetops Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Church Road, Claygate


Present:	Cllr Sheppard (Chair), Cllr Bray, Cllr Bingham, Cllr Burns, Cllr Collon, Cllr Herbert and Cllr Holt 
In attendance:	Cllr French (Minutes, in the Clerk’s absence)
EBC Cllr Mike Rollings and 9 Members of the Public, including visitors from Hook Ward (RBK).

1. 	Apologies for absence.
Apologies from Cllr Ellis, Dawn Lacey (Parish Clerk) and Non-Voting Advisors John Bamford and Vanessa Relleen.
The Chair announced that Cllr Bray had resigned from the Planning Committee and that this would be his last meeting.   Cllr Sheppard thanked Cllr Bray for all his work for the Committee.
2.	Declarations of Interest on Items on the Agenda.

Cllr Sheppard declared an interest in Item 8 – Planning Application 2025/2710 and would therefore not take part in discussing or voting on this application.

3.	To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 23 October 2025.

The Minutes were agreed to be a correct record of the meeting and signed by Cllr Sheppard. 




4.	To review actions from the previous meeting.

	These had all been completed.

5.	To answer any questions from members of the public.

A local resident, Mr Paul McHale, addressed the Committee to express objections to Planning Application 2025/2537 which were noted.

6.	To review any planning correspondence, notification of applications and outstanding results and agree any action required.

Raleigh Drive

Cllr Sheppard had written to EBC Cllr Rollings asking Elmbridge Council to publish more widely the reasons for their decision to the grant outline planning permission for the Raleigh Drive development. 

Cllr Rollings maintained that the information that had been issued by the Council was sufficient and that it was incumbent on Planning Committees to have good planning grounds for refusing applications. 

Cllr Sheppard reported on a meeting with Surrey Highways officers and SCC Cllr Burton on the Loseberry Road junction with Hare Lane and the structural safety of the Hare Lane bridge. SCC would be producing a more detailed analysis when the full application was submitted. 

Elm Road

An objection had been received from a resident about the siting of a telegraph pole in Elm Road. Openreach had ignored the representations made by both the Parish Council and Elmbridge Council.

It was agreed that Cllr Sheppard would write to the Managing Director of Openreach, copying in EBC Cllr Rollings, to point out that it was not in their interests to upset residents. 

ACTION: Cllr Sheppard

Elmbridge Eagles site

Cllr Sheppard referred to correspondence about the soil deposits on Elmbridge Eagles site and the risk of the site being identified as ‘grey belt’.  He suggested that the site, which is a key part of the Green Belt separation between Hinchley Wood, Claygate and Esher, should be made into a wildflower meadow with a view to eventual designation as a nature reserve. It was agreed that the Cllr Sheppard would liaise with the Hinchley Wood Ward Councillors to pursue this. 

ACTION: Cllr Sheppard

7.	To report on Applications Decided, and Appeals Lodged and Decided since last meeting and agree any action required.

The Report circulated by Cllr Bray was received.

8.	Discuss planning applications from Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC) Weekly Planning Lists (https://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/planning) for the following weeks and agree responses required: w/e  24 and 31 October, 7 and 14 November.

See letters to EBC TPlan (Appendix 1).  

9.	To update on the Cloudy IT Systems and agree any action required.

Cllr Bray had spoken to the software supplier at the recent SALC Conference.  The pricing structure had been changed to allow the purchase of credits without the need to pay upfront for a full licence. 

It was agreed to trial the system using the free credits available with a view to putting a proposal to the full Council to purchase the system if it was found to be beneficial to the work of the Planning Committee. 

ACTION: Cllr Bray

10.	To discuss if there are any updates on the proposed Hook Park Development and agree any action required.

The outline planning application for the Hook Park Development had been submitted to the Royal Borough of Kingston. The deadline for comments to RBK was 12 December. The proposed development included some land within Elmbridge, but the application had not yet been posted on the Elmbridge Council website.  (Post-meeting Note:  RBK have now posted a deadline for comments of 11 December.)

It was agreed that the Parish Council should prepare comments for submission to both authorities focussing particularly on the access and transport issues affecting Claygate. 

Cllr Burns had examined the applicant’s Transport Statement and had prepared a report detailing a range of issues, unsubstantiated assumptions, contradictions and some major omissions. 

It was agreed that Cllr Burns would do some more work looking at projected traffic flow in and out of Claygate and would prepare a road safety audit.  

The provision of primary health care facilities was raised and it was agreed that Cllr Collon would contact Capelfield Surgery to ascertain if they had been approached by the developers. 

It was agreed that Cllr Sheppard would draft an objection letter from the Parish Council incorporating the highway and transport issues highlighted in Cllr Burns’ report together with objections on the grounds of inappropriate design and density and ground contamination. 

ACTION: Cllr Burns, Cllr Collon, Cllr Sheppard

11.	To receive a report on EBC’s East Area Sub Committee Meeting and agree any action required.

Nothing to report.

12.	To receive a report on EBC’s Planning Committee Meeting and agree any action required.

Nothing to report.

13.	To discuss any Communication of Key Decisions to Residents and agree any action required.

It was agreed that the Parish Council’s comments on the Hook Road development should be put on the website.

ACTION: Clerk

14.	To review any Compliance Issues in Claygate and agree any action required.

The sign outside the barber’s shop on The Parade had been notified as an issue together with a continuing non-compliance issue relating to the sign outside the convenience shop. 

It was agreed that Cllr Holt would write to Elmbridge Council about these issues.

ACTION: Cllr Holt

15.	To discuss any Licence Applications.

None.

16. 	Matters for information purposes only. 

None.

17. 	Date of the next meeting 7.30pm Thursday 11 December, Small Village Hall, Church Road, Claygate KT10 0JP.
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