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FINAL							16th December 2025

Minutes of the Claygate Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20 November 2025 at 8.30pm at Treetops Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Church Road, Claygate


Present:	Cllr Holt, Cllr Sheppard Cllr Collon, Cllr Bingham, Cllr Herbert and Cllr Burns, Cllr Moon and Cllr French
In attendance:	Members of the Public.

1. To accept apologies for absence. 
 An apology was received from Cllr Ellis and the Clerk
2. To receive any Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda. 
No declarations received.  
3. To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on Thursday 14th September 2025. 
 The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting, and so were signed and dated by the Chairman.  
Proposed: Cllr Holt 
Seconded: Cllr Moon 
Unanimous decision.   
4. Reviewing actioning of items from previous minutes and agree any further action required (Appendix 1). 
 Completed  
5. To answer any questions from the general public. 
No questions had been submitted. 
 
6. To receive a report from the Clerk (Appendix 2) 
The report was read to the Council.   
7. To discuss the forthcoming budget for 2026/2027 and agree any action required. 
 Cllr Holt had been working on a draft budget with the Clerk. A potential increase of 2.5% in the precept is projected. Cloudy IT have not been included in the draft and there is some money unspent within the current budget with the potential to be carried over.  
 
Proposal – To organise and hold a Strategy Day for councillors and the clerk to discuss the budget before making a final decision at the January meeting.  
Proposed: Cllr Holt 
Seconded: Cllr Bray  
Unanimous Decision  
8. To receive an update regarding the Bench on the Parade. 
The erection of a bench has been confirmed via email by Surrey County Council. We need to agree wording for a memorial plaque in due course.   
9. To update the current situation with the Website and discuss the next steps.  
Cllr Bingham has completed her review of website designers and hosts for the new Parish Council website. Cllr Bingham has prepared a pack of information for Cllrs to consider with details about Zonkey, Emango and Parishes Online. This will be shown to Cllrs at the Strategy Day.   
10. To discuss the date of the next Litter Pick in April 2026. 
The date was fixed for the 18th of April 2026 
Proposed: Cllr Holt 
Seconded: Cllr Moon 
Unanimous decision   
11. To receive an update following Remembrance Sunday and agree any further action required.  
Cllr Bray reported to the Council that, although Remembrance Sunday had gone well, the company that provide the marshals had sent inexperienced staff which led to some confusion before the Parade got underway.   
Cllr Bray will write to the company to say that, if new marshals would be sent again, they should start at 9am for a walk around and briefing.   
Proposed: Cllr Bray 
Seconded: Cllr Holt  
Unanimous decision  
12. To receive an update from the Shops and Businesses Group.  
Leo Tye  reported that good progress had been made with the survey report draft. It will be ready after Christmas.   
Although the 30 mins free parking in the village was going well it is under advertised. Simon Hope will be asked to approach EBC for clearer signage.   
13. To receive an update from the Health, Leisure and Wellbeing Group. 
 
Cllr French delivered her report attached with the minutes.  
Proposal to send report to EBC  
Proposed: Cllr French 
Seconded: Cllr Bray  
Unanimous decision    
14. To give any updates on requests for speed restrictions on Hare Lane and agree any further action required.  
Cllr Bray reported that P Robinson will produce a report for the next EH&TC meeting in February.   
15. To discuss any further updates on Devolution and agree if any further action is required.  
It was agreed to merge this Item with Item 19. 
 
16. To update on EBC’s Community Service Transformation proposals and agree if any further action is required.   
See item 13  
17. To discuss if there are any further updates on the Torrington Lodge Consultation and agree if any further action is required. 
Meeting with EBC set for the 2nd of December 2025  
18. To discuss any updates on Claygate the Way Forward and agree if any further action is required. 
Cllr French reported that this had been postponed until February 2026  
19. To discuss the SALC AGM & Conference – Reflections from Attendees and Agree Appropriate Actions. 
Cllr Bray noted that he and our other attendees of the recently held SALC AGM & Conference had felt obliged to report back to the PC with the most significant take-aways of the day. 
Prime amongst these was the information given by Sally Harman – Chief Officer of SALC – to the effect that many communities across Surrey are trying to form Parish Councils – presumably because they believe these elected bodies will be better able to represent their communities to the coming Unitary Authorities than sparse and random representation on the NAC’s. Discussion ensued as to whether our PC had a role in helping other Elmbridge communities in this regard. 
There was a proposal for the Chair to write to resident’s associations within the area of Elmbridge offering advice and support on creating parish councils copying in relevant ward councillors  
Proposed: Cllr Bray  
Seconded: Cllr Sheppard  
Unanimous decision   
Proposal for Chairman to ask for EBC for that part of its Asset Register relating to Claygate   
Proposed: Cllr Bray 
Seconded: Cllr Holt 
Unanimous decision   
20. To Review the Advisory Groups and Agree Appropriate Actions 
Action – Clerk to review governance slides and affirm members of all Advisory Groups  
21. To Establish A Budget for the Processing of a Subject Access Request [SAR] 
Cllr Bray updated the Council about a SAR which had been made of the PC by a resident. He noted the steps which had been taken to this date and, in particular, the advice received that – unlike the situation with Freedom of Information requests – which can be refused if the projected cost is more that £500 – there is no such limiting budget for SAR’s. They simply have to be complied with. He noted costs already incurred with TipTop, but also that our NALC membership entitled us to 4 free hours of legal advice, roughly half of which had already been used.  
He proposed to further update Cllrs, as and when the costs looked set to pass £750. 
There was a second proposal that Cllrs French and Moon should assist Cllr Bray with completing the Subject Access Request.    
Proposed: Cllr Collon  
Seconded: Cllr Burns  
One abstention    
22. Matter for Information Purposes Only. 
Cllr Herbert asked for volunteers to help erect the Christmas lights. Cllrs Bingham and Bray volunteered.   
23. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 8th January 2026, Small Village Hall, Church Road, Claygate  KT10 0JP 
MEETING:	Claygate Parish Main Council Meeting
VENUE:	Treetops, Recreation Ground, Church Road, Claygate KT10 0JP
DATE:		Thursday 20th November 2025
TIME:		8.30pm




Signed:								Date:
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